Kids disrupt ballet performance

Q) SABT soloist Lorna Maseko caused a stir
ata recent performance.
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The South African Ballet The-
atre (SABT) has pirouetted into
the public relations danger zone.
Complaints have been pour-
ing in from theatregoers who
attended  Sunday’s matinee
performance of The Nutcracker.
ith an apparent disregard.
for theatre etiquette, children
from the SABT outreach pro-
grammes created such a distur-
bance at the ballet that several
people even walked out.
According to Debbie Allaway;
‘who attended Sunday’s perform-
the children

“more accustomed to a sports
event”.

She said: “It’s great that they
were excited about the dancing,
and that through them SABT is

creating our future performers,
but it should have been made
public that they were going to be
there. I'was disappointed.”

The excessive cheering
apparently ‘lasted throughout
the duration of the show, but
reached breaking point in Act I,
especially when certain per-
formers came on stage. One of
the children’s favourites was
Lorna Maseko.

Principal ballet master Iain

MacDonald, who plays the part
of the Nutcracker Prince, said
he was aware of the commotion
in the audience, and at times he
could not hear the music. But
MacDonald was adamant that he
enjoyed it.

“The sheer delight Of the
children was amazing. It

e

star. But we do need to take
responsibility to teach and
explain to them how they should
behave at the theatre.”

The children themselves had
performed earlier that day dur-
ing their annual outreach con-
cert, and could watch The Nut-
cracker as a reward and
Christmas gift from the SABT.

Fiona Budd, director of pub-
licity, said they could not send
them to the shortened perform-
ance today, which is being put on
especially for children. This was
due to additional transport costs
the SABT could not afford.

She admitted to receiving a
number of complaints and said
they would reimburse those
‘people who were not happy with
the performance.

“We are reworking our sched-
ule. In future the children will be
spread out at different perform-
ances and will not all attend one
show at the same time.”



